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Students from theUniversity of the
Arts Singapore (UAS) will have the
opportunity to go on paid intern-
ships and undertake project work
under a tie-up with the institu-
tion’s first industry partner, Arts
House Limited (AHL).
Under this partnership, 12 UAS

students can apply every year for
the next three years, for positions
in, among others, festival and
event programming and venue
management, across AHL’s differ-
ent departments.
They can sign up via UAS’ new

career and internship portal,
which will be launched in January.
UAS is a private university,

formed by an alliance between the
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
(Nafa) and Lasalle College of the

Arts. AHL – a not-for-profit orga-
nisation – is the venuemanager for
six arts spaces, including Victoria
Theatre and Victoria Concert Hall.
All bachelor’s and master’s de-

gree programme students fromLa-
salle andNafawill be eligible to ap-
ply for the full-time work experi-
ence programmes, which will run
for 10 weeks, from May to August
each year.
Students will be given a mini-

mum monthly allowance of $800
and must complete at least 400
hours in these programmes.
Other than festival and event

programming and venue manage-
ment, internship and work oppor-
tunities will also include areas like
marketing and communications,
and partnership development
within AHL.
These include working on events

like the Singapore Writers Festival
in November 2025, working with
centre heads to enhance front-of-

house operations, and developing
innovative campaigns to increase
audience reach and engagement
on AHL’s social media and digital
platforms.
An AHL spokeswoman said that

upon completion of their intern-
ship and work opportunities, stu-
dents can apply for available full-
time positions and will be consi-
dered for potential roles.
Speaking at the signing of the

memorandum of understanding
between AHL and UAS at the Vic-
toria Theatre and Concert Hall on
Oct 21, the university’s vice-chan-
cellor Kwok Kian Woon said this
initiative will offer students real-
world opportunities that extend
beyond the classroom.
He added that through intern-

ships and work attachments, stu-
dentswill gain invaluable exposure

to critical areas like event pro-
gramming, arts management and
venue operations.
Said Professor Kwok: “These ex-

periences empower our students
with practical insights that shape
their professional growth. By
working alongside seasoned pro-
fessionals at AHL, they are encour-
aged to take ownership of their
learning journeys, preparing them
for impactful roles in the local arts
scene.”
A UAS spokeswoman said both

founding members of UAS – La-
salle and Nafa – have, in the past,
established partnerships and
agreements with organisations to
offer internship programmes and
project work opportunities.
She added thatUAS is committed

to expanding these opportunities
by forging new collaborations

across a broad spectrum of indus-
tries.
Miss Sharafah Malihah, 22, is

currently pursuing a degree in arts
management with Lasalle, UAS.
The second-year student is looking
forward to a programming intern-
ship in 2025, where she can work
with seasoned professionals on
AHL events like the Singapore In-
ternational Festival of Arts.
She said newcomers to the local

arts scene with no prior work ex-
perience lack the necessary under-
standing of how the arts landscape
works.
“So, learning from people who

are already in the scene, getting all
this new information, and also
contributing, I think that’s the
whole purpose of internships,” she
said.
“That information exchange is so

valuable, and will allow me to real-
ly step into the scene confidently
once I graduate.”
Ms Sharon Tan, AHL’s executive

director, said the internships and
project work opportunities will set
students up for successful careers
in the arts, by providing themwith
the necessary skills, practical in-
dustry experience and opportuni-
ties to connectwith thewider local
arts community.
“Through immersive internships

and projects with AHL, students
gain valuable insights and experi-
ences relevant to their future ca-
reers in the arts,” saidMs Tan, add-
ing that students will also benefit
from the mentorship with AHL’s
arts professionals and practitio-
ners.
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A 50-year-old man has been ar-
rested for his suspected involve-
ment in the death of a 41-year-old
man, who was found unconscious
at the void deck of a Clementi
housing block on Oct 21.
The victim was taken to hospital

where he died, the police said.
Early investigations suggest the
two men knew each other.
The police said they received a

call for help at 5pm about an inci-
dent in Clementi Avenue 4. The
suspect was arrested at the scene,
they added.
When The Straits Times arrived

at Block 311B at around 7.30pm,

Holland-Bukit Timah GRCMP Sim
Annwas seen comforting an elder-
ly man and woman, who were cry-
ing.
In video footage of the incident

recorded by residents and seen by
ST, the suspect is seen chasing the
victim to the foot of Block 311B.
The victim appears to trip over a

drain cover and falls, and the sus-
pect seems to stab him repeatedly
with a small object.
People are heard shouting for

him to stop, and a woman dressed
in red and a parking attendant try
to pull the suspect away from the
victim.
The victim then kicks him and

crawls away.
A few seconds later, the suspect

dives at him and manages to stab
him one more time.
The victim then collapses face

down and stops moving.
Residentswhodid notwant to be

identified said the suspect then got
into a black car and drove to the
nearby multi-storey carpark.
He then rammed the car repeat-

edly into another vehicle before
being stopped at the exit of the car-
park.
The suspect then said he was go-

ing to surrender, came out of the
car and lay on the ground before
police officers arrested him, resi-
dents said.
Dozens of police officers were

later seen in the open area be-
tweenblocks 311B and311C,where a
large section was cordoned off.
Ms Corina Sim, 29, a resident of

the estate, said she saw a woman
performing chest compressions on
the victim.
“It happened really quickly.

When I went down thinking I
could help, the police and ambu-
lance had already arrived,” she
said.
“I was shocked when the neigh-

bours told me the victim was
stabbed. I thought it was a fist fight
or something. I felt nauseouswhen
I saw the blood. Therewas somuch
blood.”
The Singapore Civil Defence

Force (SCDF) said it received a call
for assistance at about 5pm, and
paramedics took one person to Ng
Teng Fong General Hospital.
Another person was assessed for

minor injuries by an SCDF para-
medic but declined to be taken to
hospital, it added.
Later, in a Facebook post,Ms Sim

Ann said: “An incident occurred at
Trivelis this afternoon involving
two residents, resulting in a fatal-
ity.
“I have met the family members

of the deceased together with our
volunteers to express our condo-
lences and offer support to them in
their time of grief.”
Ms Sim Ann, who is also Senior

Minister of State for National De-
velopment, thanked residents who
tried to help for their public-spirit-
edness.
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In video footage seen by ST of the
incident in Clementi Avenue 4, people
are heard shouting for the suspect,
dressed all in black, to stop.
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In a span of about five years, aman
molested three boys and caused
hurt to two women, including his
mother’s domestic helper.
Julian Loh Sheung Jin, 58, also

tried to molest a fourth boy and
was arrested after performing an
obscene act inpublic in anunrelat-
ed incident.
The incidents happened be-

tween 2019 and 2024.
On Oct 21, Loh, who is in re-

mand, pleaded guilty to seven
charges for offences including
molestation and assault. Six other
charges will be considered during
his sentencing.
The court heard that Loh had

been diagnosed with conditions
includingmild intellectual disabil-
ity, and started receiving psychiat-
ric care at the Institute of Mental
Health (IMH) in 1989.
Deputy Public Prosecutor Grace

Teo said he targeted his first vic-
tim, a 17-year-old boy, while they
were sitting beside each other on
boardbus service 31on Jan 31, 2019.
Loh had asked for the teenager’s

name, and the boy gave him a fake
one. Loh then unzipped his own

fly, exposed himself and invited
the victim to his home.
The teenager pushed Loh away

and was about to alight at a bus
stop when Loh molested him.
The victim later told his father,

who then alerted the police.
Loh was examined at IMH in

May and June that year and pre-
scribed medication to regulate his
behaviour. He was supposed to
take it twice a day.
But on the night of June 15, 2019,

he forgot to take his medication,
and as a result became easily irri-
tated by loud noises.
His mother’s 38-year-old do-

mestic helper was boiling water in
the kitchen at around 1.30am the
next daywhenLoh became irritat-
ed by the sound.
He splashed room-temperature

water at her and threw an egg but
missed. Loh went on to slap and
punch the maid before his mother
stopped him.
Loh struck again onFeb 25, 2021,

when he assaulted a 25-year-old
woman on board bus service 14.
Hehad asked the victimearlier if

the buswent toOrchardRoad.Her
husband replied that they did not
know and asked Loh to checkwith
the driver. Loh pulled her hair
when she was about to alight.
Her husband alerted the bus

driver, who helped to call the po-
lice, but Loh left before officers ar-
rived at the scene.
Court documents did not dis-

close what happened next, but a
16-year-old boywas sitting at a bus
stop in Bedok South Road on June
29, 2022, when Loh tried to touch
him inappropriately.
The boy managed to hit Loh’s

hand away, and the offender made
a lewd gesture before leaving the
vicinity.
On Feb 13, 2023, a 15-year-old

boywaswalking along a pavement
in New Upper Changi Road when
Loh molested him.
Loh molested a second 16-year-

old boy on board bus service 36 on
March 10, 2023, and the teenager
alerted the driver, who helped to
contact the police.
Officers later arrested Loh, who

was taken to court the next day
and remanded at IMH until March
24, 2023.
He was released on bail and was

sitting on a bench in Bedok South
Roadon June12, 2024,whenhe ex-
posed himself and performed an
obscene act. He was arrested later
that day after a 49-year-old man
spotted him.
Lohwill be sentenced on Oct 25.

Man admits molesting 3 boys
and causing hurt to 2 women

Shaffiq Alkhatib
Court Correspondent

ashaffiq@sph.com.sg

Access to a website that sells e-va-
porisers resembling stationery has
been blocked in Singapore after
reports of such products surfaced
online.
On Oct 3, the Facebook page

Public Health Malaysia – run by a
group of public health profession-
als – posted photos alerting par-
ents and teachers to e-vaporisers
resembling products such as
markers and glue sticks from pop-
ular stationery brands.
A website selling vapes resem-

bling highlighters, available for
delivery to Singapore,wasno long-
er accessible as at Oct 21when The
Straits Times attempted to visit it.
In response to queries from ST, a

Health Sciences Authority (HSA)
spokeswoman said it worked with
the Infocomm Media Develop-
mentAuthority to block Singapore
residents’ access to the Malaysia-
based website.
“HSA is aware of overseas re-

ports of the trend where users
modify the look of their e-vaporis-
ers to resemble everyday station-
ery items,” the spokeswoman said.
“We are watching out for such e-

vaporisers in our surveillance.”

Over 6,000 illegal postings on e-
vaporiser-related products were
removed between January and
September, said the spokeswo-
man, adding that HSA works with
e-commerce sites and online plat-
forms like Instagram, Facebook
and Carousell to promptly remove
such postings upon detection.
The agency also tracks social

media platforms and messaging

apps for any illegal activity related
to vapes, she said.
According to Malaysian news

reports, these products have
sparked concern among parents
and teachers in Malaysia, as more
students use them to smoke dis-
creetly in school.
Around 5,480 people were

caught for possessing or using e-
vaporisers in Singapore in the first
half of 2024, according to a joint
statement by the Ministry of
Health and HSA in August.
The figure is more than two-

thirds the number of offenders
caught in 2023. The total number
of people caught for illegal posses-
sion or use of e-vaporisers was
7,838 in 2023, a sharp rise from
4,916 in 2022.
The 2024 figure includes around

690 students referred to HSA by
schools.
First-time offenders who im-

port, distribute, sell or offer for
sale e-vaporisers and their compo-
nents can be fined up to $10,000,
jailed for up to sixmonths, or both.
Repeat offenders face a fine of

up to $20,000, or jail of up to 12
months, or both.
All prohibited tobacco itemswill

be seized and confiscated.
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A Facebook page run by a group of
public health professionals on Oct 3
posted photos bringing attention to
e-vaporisers resembling items such
as markers and glue sticks. PHOTO:
PUBLIC HEALTH MALAYSIA/FACEBOOK


